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ABLE SAVINGS PLAN HELPS YOUNG MAN WITH AUTISM LIVE HIS BEST LIFE

“John Jr. has always been pretty magical,” says Juli Skeen of her 21-year-old son, the oldest of her four children. “He loves being around people. He makes people happy.”
John Jr. is on the autism spectrum and has developmental disabilities. He also has a passion for sports and classical music, a subtle sense of humor that brings smiles to both friends and strangers, and a strong work ethic as a custodian at a dental group’s administrative office.
John Jr.’s parents, Juli and John Sr., want to make sure their son is prepared with the resources he needs to live his best life—now and into the future. That’s why they signed up for a Washington State ABLE Savings account. 
The ABLE Savings Plan is a new way for people living with disabilities to save and invest without risking the loss of their disability benefits. Withdrawals from an ABLE account are tax-free and can be used for big goals—like college, a trip or a vehicle—as well as daily living expenses.  
A prepaid card tied to the ABLE account also helps make life a little easier. 
“Being able to use the prepaid card through the ABLE account is really convenient,” Juli says.
The card can be loaded with any amount between $10 and $15,000. Account holders can access these funds instantly by using their card online or at cash registers for qualifying expenses, such as housing, transportation, groceries and other daily living costs. They can also track purchases easily online or with an app on a mobile device.  
John Sr. says the Washington State ABLE Savings Plan fills the gap between the Social Security funds that John Jr. relies on for his short-term needs, and the trust fund the family set up to support John Jr.’s long-term financial health.
“We feel like the ABLE account fits in the middle, both in terms of being able to save up some resources without affecting his current Social Security funds, in addition to providing a way, whether we’re the guardians or someone else is when we’re gone, to take care of his day-to-day needs,” John Sr. says.
With his ABLE account, John Jr. is more financially secure, independent and prepared to keep living a full, magical life.
“We want to make sure that he is safe and satisfied and taken care of for his lifetime,” John Sr. said.
Watch the Skeen family share their story, here. 
Learn more about eligibility and enrollment for a Washington State ABLE Savings Plan at www.WashingtonStateABLE.com or call 1-844-600-2253 / 1-844-888-2253 (TTY).
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE WASHINGTON STATE ABLE SAVINGS PLAN OR TO INQUIRE ABOUT THIS STORY, PLEASE CONTACT:
PETER TASSONI
360-725-3125
PETER.TASSONI@COMMERCE.WA.GOV
image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg
TLAS DENTAL GROUP

ivate practice while

Preserving the integrity ¢
. erative group

leveraging the benefits





image1.jpeg
Washington State

ABLE SAVINGS PLAN




image2.jpeg





P e
a3 5 he i e s deveopmenal e e B o
B

m’w’n‘ ks o his bl now smd et Tht b s Sl

e Sl e ol i thdsahilic o st
ko et e S, Wl 8 ABL

e e el i ol e i, o e o

Ao the ABLE ot e ke e s
S0 e o s ABLE o sl ool

e sy by i e e 1 o s Qe
e e e
SR ity o i n s e dke

S e o S ABLE o o 1 h g e e Sl
Sy h . e 1 B A i o e
e o gt

e e ot et iyt Soct St o b s
e o L f o o e
e
e ke et e el st ad ki
P,

e S il s i st e

e iy ot Washinon St ABLE S P
o oABLE o 1 G 25 44 8 353




